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Background







Initial questions

1. What will future library systems look like?

2. What is the role that librarians will play?

3. Is scientific search more complex?



Digital Libraries and Portals

. Portals as lists of resources (data bases, e‐journals, digital 
surrogates) with multiple interfaces

. DLs with indexed search engines (swissbib.ch) or harvesters   
(ETH Knowledge Portal  / library.ethz.ch)

. Is a third way possible?
A solution without complex data management?

. What about the Semantic Web, LOD and SKOS?



The role of librarians

Librarianship: a janus headed discipline

(Meta‐)Data Services
Thesauruses Loan 

Taxonomies Reference

Ontologies Place

Back office Front office



The role of librarians

Meta‐(Data) Services

Conversion of  New services,

bibliographical different spaces,

data into LOD‐ user friendly tools

Ontologies



Scientific search



Scientific search

Berrypicking



Essentials



Goal

RODIN is a

personal(izable) information portal

that allows 

the aggregation of and the complex search in 

heterogeneous data and metadata resources

while making use of LOD ontologies.



Information wheel

Ramelli



Semantic Connotations

Llull



RODIN



Widget



Ontologies



RODIN



Demonstration



Librarians & Rodin



Long live the middle man

Activity User Librarian Developer

Identification of customer's needs x

Discovery (x) x (x)

Licencing x

Technical Approval, Development, Publication x

Promotion, Consulting x

Universe Composition, Aggregation x (x)

Searching x (x)

Tagging, Rating, Sharing, Cloning x x (x)



Librarians as Ontology Engineers



The role of librarians

Meta‐(Data) Services

Ontology‐Engineer Mediator



The role of librarians

Ontology 
Engineering Creating Information Services



Discussion



Problems encountered

1. Lack of standards for widget integration

2. Brittleness of Semantic Web Applications

3. Complexity of Ontologies



Mobile RODIN



Usability

Test RODIN and participate in an online usability test!
(in German or French)

Send an e‐mail to:     nicolas.prongue@etu.hesge.ch



Send further questions to: 
rene.schneider@hesge.ch 

Questions


